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[T xe following article was forwarded to us| 
by a distant friend, as a suitable introduction 
to the second volume of our paper. As we | 
did not receive it in time for our first number, | 
we now give it, altering part of the head- 


jag. ] 
AN EXPOSITION 
Of the views, motives, and olyects of Infidelity, 
touching the rejection of the Christian faith. 


** Benedicere haud Maledicere.”’ 





I. To charge us with hypocrisy, is to say 
that we prefer persecution to applause ; and to 
despise us for our belief, is to say that we ought 
to become hypocrites. By advocating I fideli- 
ty, we forego much of the happiness of life. We 
oppose the strong current of popular -opinions, 
and live obnoxious to the will of our contem- 
poraries, We also subject ourselves to the 
malice, hatred, and calumny of the world, 
without any prospect of popularity or emelu- 
ment. On the other hand, those who advo- 
cate orthodox opinions, may, with some rea- 
sonable g-ounds, be suspected of sinister and 
interested motives; for they well know before- 
hand, that, by so doing, they will greatly en- 
hance their present ease and eminence. No 
such inducements are held outtous. No- 
thing, then, but a pure devotion to truth, a 
firm conviction of the justness of our cause, 
and an assurance of the applause of our own 
consciences and of posterity, could bear us up 
under such circumstances. Were we disposed 
to be hypocritical, we could just as easily 
espouse the opposite doctrine, and thereby se- 
cure ourselves from all these privations. But 
the advancement of truth, which we think 
paramount to the ephemeral applause of a 
dark age, impels us in our course. Genuine 
philanthr py, and good will to mankind, who, 
in our opinion, would be happier to be unde- 
ceived, are our acting principles. Every can- 
did and impartial individual, therefore, must 
in justice allow us the merit of a laudable de- 
sign, how erroneous svever he may regard 
our theory. 

If. The reasons which led us to change our 
opinions, and to yield the prejudices of habit 
and education to juster reason, may possibly 
have some weight om the minds of others.— 
Mankind we know have, in early times, been 
mistaken with regard to nearly all abstruse 
and theoretical subjects.- These errors, in 
process of tinse, have been exploded, aud 











jects of deliberate thought. 


their objects reduced to mathemaucal demon- 
stration. 

Il. The great difference of opinion and 
construction among Christian teachers, and 
the still greater variance of the text from phi- 
losophical truth and human reason, go to 
prove that the whole theory is founded in 
error. Innumerable volumes of talented re-, 
search, which have been added to the vast 
fund of illustrations, in support of the fable, 
serve only to accumulate the mass of incon- 
sistency, under the naine of ** Evidences.”— 
Common sense plainly shows, that what is di- 
rectly opposed to natural philosophy, maiter- 
of-fact, and good sense, in plain Engii-h, cane. 
not be true in Latin, Greek or Hebrew. 

IV. Taking all these things into considera- 
tion, then, we are of opinion that, while all 
these great mental luininaries, to whom chris- 
tendom has, for many centuries, been looking 
up for instruction, are diflerin. from each other 
in numerous particulars, they are all wrong, 
alike in the premises: and that the causes of 
their endless disputes, arise from the ground- 
less assumptions on which their whole train of 
argument is founded. Christianity appears, 
therefore, to us, to be a remaining vestige of 
ancient error, which needs only the sunshine 
of philosophy and modern intelligence to dis- 
perse its ambient, opaque, and pestiferous, 
fogs. 

V. These facts, and their inferences, which 
we could not fail to.cbserve, became the sub- 
One degree of 
reflection led to another, and to the notice of 


the new testimony, which was continually 


rising to view. The most important proofs 
adduced as the *Evidences of Christianity,” 
wefe found to be diametrically opposed to the 


experience and best knowledge of mankind. 


r 


The thousands of idle tales and injunctions, 


imposed upon us by divines, for the support of 
their fable, are contmually disbelieved and re- 
‘jected, even by our childien, independent of 
natural philosophy, and in direct opposition to 


early teaching. - This psopensity in children 
s called ** sinful nature,” but in reality it ap- 


pears to be NATURAL REASON rejecting the 
absurdity of falsehood. 


Some will probably inquire, how it is 


Vi. 


possible that so many distinguished scholars, 
many of them occupying the highest places of 
responsibility, with ample means for investiga- 
tion, should have been duped by these uig- 
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schievous impositions; and the fallacy of the 
docwine, remain so long undetected. The 
fact implied in the question, has, in the course 
of human affairs, more parallels, and more 
answers than one. Personal interest imay 
have ‘had some little weight in continuing the 
esror. 

Vil. But, independent of this cause, when 
in our day, which is sometimes called enlighit- 
ened, a stickler for Christianity demands if it 
is possible for a.majority of learned men, du- 
ring many centuries, to ie—under so great an 
error, he uses the same kind of philosophy 
which, a few years since, triumphantly de- 
manded, if it were possible for this ponderous 
globe to fly a thousand miles in a minute, and if 
it ever turned over, why the water did not spill 
from the ponds, and the people fall headlong 
into void-space. Such querists will find their 
answers in learning the laws of nature; the 
philosophical and rational principles by which 
all her ends are accomplished. 

Vill. The false principles on which the 
writers of Christianity have misled the rest of 
the world, are not dissimilar to those of the 
Piolemian Astronomy. This theory wae ma- 
tured under a succession of kings and pat ‘ons 
‘of leerning. A confederacy of talent, sup- 
ported by the royal treasury of Egypt, long 
vemployed all the means which science could 
afford, to ascertain the courses of the spheres. 
And for many centuries all the prescriptive 
tribunals:‘of Europe were united to support 
this inconsistent theory, and ready to pour 
‘Gown the wrath of their authority on all un- 
sanctioned heretics, who should dare to ques- 
tion its truth! This delusiod has passed away; 
and the high-fed astrologygwhich it nurtured, 
is reduced to a human skeleton, on the leaf of 
analmanac. Other theories, however, as de- 
Jusive and pernicious, sull remain in full tra- 
ditional force. 

IX. The fallaciousness of Christianity, 
seems to have been concealed by the want of 
phileshpical reasoning, and free enquiry, 
while ost other branches of knowledge, have 
gradually emerged from the mists of ancient 
error. This is owing tothe craft of its lea- 
ders, who well know that investigation, would, 
centuries ago, have dissulved the spell, by 
which they enslaved ihe people. The depart- 
ment of mythology, under the hezd of Chris- 
tianity, hae at this day, become quite peculiar 
in its various solecisms, and its opposition to 
truth. For,on no other subject could such 
palpatle falsehoods and visionary fables, be 
upblushingly offered for fact, or contradictory 
Spinions jor demonstrative proof. 

X. Thue it is that the progress of truth on 











‘lus subjectymere than on any ether, bas been | 





‘retarded by arbitrary power jon one hand, 
and blind acquiescence on the other. 


These 
absurd theories, when ence adopted by the 
people, are with great difficulty chang-d; be- 
cause they contain within themsejves the exe 
clusion of all investigation. The position 
being assumed that they must be right, they 
are received wih trusting submission by the 
credulous multitude, and relied upon with 
scrupulous tenacity by each successive age, 
merely because they are incomprehensible! 

XI. These compilations of opinions and 
agsertions, as now generally taught under the 
name of Revelations, received their main cast 
during the dark ages; when le:rning was al- 
most wholly confined to monkish cloisters; and 
when the principal oracles of science, were 
striving, by whimsical rules of Alchymy, to 
transniute baser metals into gold; and to pro- 
duce the elixer of immortal life, by virtue of 
which, each sage should dete: mine for himself, 
how long he won!d condescend to remain on 
earth’s dirty platform. 

XI. The fountains of doctrinal authority 
were running together in a strong current, bee 
fore any thing like a rational philosophy could 
be brought to oppose it. Positions at first 
held by arbitrary assumption, are now de 
fended as time-admitted rig!.\ts ; and so strong- 
ly fortified is this arbitary theory, that the mo- 
dern assailant ean hope only to turn the Leth- 
ean stream, by slow and short advances. 

XIII. If the doctrine of Christianity as ex- 
pounded at the present day, is faise in its es 
sential principles, it is of great national im- 
portance that it should be set aside. In such 
an attempt, many opposers must of course be 
expected, both froin prejudice and inculcation; 
and from the still stronger motive of direct 
self interest. As among the devotees and 
shrine makers at the Ephesian temple, so 
with modern divines; those who might other- 
wise relinguish the fabulous worship, will rise 
to secure their “Craft” froindanger. On the 
other hand, a portion will certainly be found, 
disposed to act on the principles of Free En- 
quiry. These last, wilike most modern disci- 
ples of dulness, will consider Vit a more iine 
portant question whether established opinions 
are truc or false, than whether they are old or 
new. , 

XIV. Limited, therefore, as the cire ‘lation 
of this volume may be, it will doubtless find 
two classes of readers. Que will examine 
without prejudice, whether ‘its premises and 
deductions are just, and will either detect the 
fallacy, or candidly adopt its doctrines, if 
they find themtrue. The other class will on- 
ly enquire whether the ideas advanced, agree 


with what they have been to!d before, or wiih 
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what they ‘have read in Orthodox booke. 
‘Those persons are notexpected to reason, but 
to denounce the book, and anathematise ite 
editors as a matter of course, when they sus 
pect it to vary from the dogmas of those by 
whom they are led. 

XV. Finally, if the doctrines advanced in 
this velume should be found incontrovertible, 
the last resort of the oppo-ition, will be to say 
that the errors which we endeavour to explode 
are harmless, and in nowise deleterious to so 
ciety, even if untrue. The answers to this 
assertion, are too numerous to find space 
within the limitsof th:sarticle. Why in The- 
ology, we would merely asi, more than in any 
other departinent of knowledge, should error 
be as good astruth? Or how, on any subject, 
cana volume of perversions and contradic- 
tions, form a body of useful instruction? It is 
to be hoped, then, that such inconsistencies, as 
would be at once rejected in any other deoart- 
ment of science, will not long be retained in 
Theology, which professes to be paramount to 


all. A. H. M. 





To the Editors of the Western Examiner: --- 


GenTLEMEN,—It was only a few days pasty 
that I accidently enjoyed the pleasure of pe- 
rusing two numbers of your highly estimable 
journal. Had I previously been aware of its 
existence, I should, fron its origin, have 
been a subseriber and patron thereto: for I 
can scarcely conceive of any condition of life 
more praiseworthy and honorable, than that 
of an intelligentand philanthropic mind exert- 
ting its energies, in dissipating the clouds ofig- 
norance, credulity and superstition, which con- 
tinue to obecure the light of reason, scierce 
and truth. This monstrous, —thig unnatural 
and foolish idea, that God has speken to 
man,—this sbominably absurd notion of a 
Revealed Religion, if not arrested in jts 
progress, must ultimately and inevitably everi- 
tuate here as it now existe in Spain: and before 
an Inquisition rears its hydra head over the 
ruins of this happy Republic, its citizens will 
have marched though rivers of blood and 
fields of carnage. Let us look back only toa 
short period, and what that is not revolting to 
every feeling of humanity, do we not find in 
the destructive and baneful influence of reli- 
gion? 

Is it not revolting to every mind of sensi- 
bility, tenderness and philanthropy, to witness 
the daily impositions exercised by the profes- 
sors of this same Religion over ‘the minds of 
the weak the timid and the credulous? Were 
we to analyse the book whence this religion 
is derived, what would we find to be its 
ingredients? The principal parts of the 
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a _ 
old Testament coneist in accounts of war, rh- 
pine, crueltvand murder,—acts of barbarity 
and turpitude, said to have been perpetrated 
by the positive command of the Almighty! 
In the New Testament we would find that thie 
same Almighty committed fornication on the 
body of a Virgin engaged tobe married : to be- 
lieve which the preachers call faith, and sen- 
tence to ever-lasting damnationall such as cane- 
not be made to believe in the absurdity!— 
Emphatically, is not this, a shocking condi- 
tion, of @ociety? Perhaps however it should 
not be a matter of so much surprise to fiad sv 
large a majority of the ministry, ready and 
eager to follow this example of their Almighty! 

I whould ask the readers of your journal one 
plain and simple question. If any of them 
were overtaken by misfortune, or adversity, 
and were compelled to appeal for succour, oF 
relief to their fellow men, would this ap; eal 
be made to a minister of the gospel, or a rige 
id devotee of the Church? .] presume not.— 
For with all their boasted piety, and faith, lL 
venture to assert thattaken in the aggregate, 
they are the most unfeeling, uncharitable, and 
selfish animals to be found in any social come 
munity. (a) As an engine of powerand. pro- 
fit Religion suits well indeed for such men as 
the Rev. David Nelson (whose true character 
was laid naked in the Palmyra Courier 
of arecent date:) and upon a rigorous scrutiny, 
we will find that a large majority of these 
Exstern Missionaries that we find among us, 
begging money to christianize mankind and to 
build churcher,® are often found appropiating 
this very money in fattening and pampering 
their own selfish carcasses. ‘Too lazy to work, 
they live by stratagem and fraud, and inter- 
nally lavngh at the ignorance, credulity and 
superstition of mankind. Not yet satiated, 
these same gentry must have a share in the 
uranagement and control of our political insti- 
tutions. All of us recollect the daring ate 
tempt they made to check the progress of, the 
mail on Sunday, with the plea that it was a 
sin; and the statesman is now trembling with 
dread at the machinations of a Garrison and 
his collaborators. Every day’s experience 
contributes to establish the fact, that mankind 
require not a revealed religiqan. (6) The 
great dogma of the preacher is, that it is cal- 
culated to curb the vicious propensities of our 
natures; but the man of intelligence knows 
directly to the contrary of this. As an evi- 
dence of the validity and the truth of this 
proposition, let us enter the depositories of 
the vicious,—our jails and our peniientiaries, 





* Exnmine into the condition of the Presbyterian 
church at Boonville, and probably something will be 


found ‘' rotten in Denmark.’ 
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that man requires No religion—that ALL are 
unnecessary and injurous—because,in the very 
nature of things, opposed to morality. We are 
‘aware that the liberal christian will reply, that 
'“pure religion and undefiled is this, to visit the 
probity and honesty ; and in a large majority | fa therless and widows in their affliction,” “to 
of instances, persons of sensibility, tender-|do to others as we would have others do to us,” 
ness, education and benevolence. If the au-| &c. &c. but we deny that there is any thing of 
thority of great and good names can bear | religion in all this—or any thing more than 
upon the truth of the foregoing proposition, I| the veriest Atheist in society would subscribe 
will ask emphatically, the Christian church to|to. Itis an abuse of language, and a fruitful 
designate two characters in their whole herd,|means of propagating error, to attribute to re- 
who can vie in justice and philanthropy with |ligion those benefits to society which spring 
those of Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Jef- | alone from morality. 
ferson, both of whom, it is well known, were| (c) This has of late been denied by some 
-avowed unbelievers (c) ; | sectarians calling themselves Christians, while 
In conclusion, gentlemen, permit me to beg! others directly assert the fact of their infidelity 
of you to persevere in ) our laudable underta-|and anathematize their memories accordingly. 
king. - We must acknowledge, that the task | It was but last week that the Methodist society 
you have begun, is irksome and arduous in | of this city refused the use of their Church 
the extreme. Ydu will have to struggle | tothe St. Lous Franklin Society, on a request 
against the ridicule of the ignorant—the | made by the latter for permission to deliver a 
abuse of the vulgar—the contumely of the] dicourse therein on the life and character of 
proud man, and the execration of the preach-| Franklin, because, forsooth, Benjamin Frank- 
-ers,—tut you will be sustained by the philan- | din was an infidel!!! May it be noted. 
.thropic and the intelligent. You must remem-} 
ber, that however surrounded you may be by | For the Western Examiner. 
difficulty and danger, that danger and difficulty |p rprpILIvy OF TUE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 
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—and who are to be found there? Men pro- 
fessing to believe in a revealed religion. 

On the contrary, I will venture to assert, 
without fear of refutation, that 99 in 100 of 
those who profess to disbelieve, are men of 
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are inseparable from all glorious enterprizes | 
Search out hypocrisy, meanness and vice; and | 
wherever found, whether under the surplice of | 
a preacher, or the cloak of a saint,—unfold | 


them to the world, * in all their dark and na-| 


ked deformity.” R. P. 


St. Charles County, Dec. 18, 1834. 
REMARKS. 

(a) However just the remarks of our cor-| 
respondent may be, when applied, as he ap- 
plies them, to the aggregate of Christian so- 
ciety, there are, nevertheless, very many hon- 
orable exceptions tothe general charge pre-| 
ferred by him. Although we ho!d thit all re- | 
ligions exert an injurious influence over hu- 
man happiness, and that, ina far greater num- | 
ber of instances, they are destructive of mor- | 
ality, we are yet aware that there are many of 
every sect and denomination, who, in despite 
of the narrow, illiberal and demoralizing dog- 
mas of religion, are honest and _ honorab'e| 
members of society. Creeds cannot alw 
obliterate the better feelines of our nature.— | 
‘He that believes not onthe Lord Jesus Christ, | 
Jet him be accursed” may be subscribed to as | 
an article of faith, but, for the henor of hu- 
man nature be it said, the number is not small 
(now-aday at least,) who descard it from their 
rule of practice. 
| (6) Every days experience contributes to 
establish another fact equally important——| 

' 








ays | 


I have shown in a former article, (vol. 1, p. 26-7,) 
that it was in the hands of the priesthood only, that the 
sacred writings of Christendom remained durirg seve. 
ral of the first centuries, and that it was not until the 
sixth century that their canon became settled. TI shall 
now preceed to inquire, (fur the inquiry is one preg- 
nant with interest,) whether the early fathers, through 
whose hands these writings have come to us, were men 
entitled to confidence, for veracity and honesty of pur- 


| pose, or whether the probability does not exist, that the 


scriptu*es have been altered, interpolated and in many 
instances, entirely fabricated by these very fathers. In 
citing them before my readers, and examining their 
claims to our confidence as faithful recipients of the 
the Christian revelation, T shall have frequent o-casion 
to refer to passages of the sacred writings, acknowledge. 
ed by the most eminent critics of the present and ofthe 
past age, to he interpolations and forgeries. — 

I begin with the apostolic fathers, or fathers of the 
first Christian century. 

Barnabas. — But little is known of Barnabas or of his 
writings. There is an Epistle ascribed to him, which, 
according to Jortin, is of very uncertain authorship : it 
is supposed to have been written so late as A. PD 131. 


| [Ancient History of Universalism, prge 34.] He is 


said to have writ'en A. D. 71. According to Fabricius, 
the dead body of this father was dug up in the island of 
Cyprus, A. D. 487, when, upon the breast of the corpse, 
was found the gospel of St. Matthew, written in the 
hand of Barnabas himse!f. His relies, or what were 
so called, were fora long time efficacious in healing all 
manner of disenses. 

Clement of Rome. —Two Greek epistles are ascribed 
to this writer; both very questionable. Moshiem [De 
Rebus Chris., vol. !, p. 270] enumerates eleren forged 
Writings attributed to Clement. He is said to have urged 
the story of the phoenix as a true-story, and a proof of 
the resurrection. [Pity is it that our modern resurrec- 
tionists should overlook the argument.] Who Clement 








¢ 


_-__—_~ ee v2 
was inreality, or whether he ever had a real existence, 
as yet questionable. He is said to have flourished about 
A. D. 96. 

Shepherd of Hermas—so called from a work ascribed 
to Hermas, who is supposed to have been bishop of Phi- 
lipolis, A.D. 100. ‘The work of Hermas was one of 
the inspired writings, according to Eusebius, of the 
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gory and down right fabrication.) If it isa 
forgery, it was made by good men, or by bad 
men. Ifit is a forgery, it could not have 
been the work of good men.—Good men do 
not tell lies; but it is written in that book: 
‘‘All scripture is given by inspiration of God 





fourth century. It is now universally rejected, as the 


nonsensical rhapsody of some disordered brain. ; 
! 


Ignatius,—supposed to have been bishop of Antioch, 
abeut A. D.107. Six or seven of the epistles ascribed 
to him, says Moshiem, have something of a genuine | 
cast. [Note to page 276, vol. 1.] Could their genu- 
ineness be established, however, the epistles thei- 
selves would overthrow the claims of Ignatius to being | 
considered a sane man. {See Wake’s Lives of the| 
Apostolic Fathers. ] 

Polycarp,—said to have been bishop of Smyrna, A. 
D.103. An epistle to the Phillipians, ascribed to him, | 
is acknowledged by Moshiem, [vol. 1, page 278, ] as 
corrupted, interpolated, and containing passages trifling, 
absurd and contradictory. He is said to have been sac- | 
rificed at the stake, sometime in the second century, and | 
under the magistracy of HEROD, who, somehow or | 
other, must have been rather Jong-lived ! When amid | 
the flames, a spear was thrust into the martyr’s breast, 





Whereupon a dove escaped from the wound, and a} 
stream of blood issued forth, which for a time quenched | 
the flames of the vile. ‘The name of Polycarp,”’ says | 
Taylor, ‘his bishopric, his martyrdom, are entirely un- | 
known to rational. or credible history.” ~ ie 

Here ends the list of fathers of the first century-— | 
Nothing is known of them, or their writings, which | 
could led to the conclusion that they possessed, (if. in- | 
deed, they had areal existence.) or had access to, the | 
gospels as we now find them; or that they knew any 
thing of Christ or Christianity, apart from the mytholo- 
gies, then abounding in the world. . 

{ shall pay my respects to the fathers of the second | 
century, in my next. PHILO. 





“MUCH IN LITTLE” 

(<> It is so seldom that our opponents can 
be induced to venture an argument, either in 
favour of their Religion, or against its rejee- 
tion, that infidels should gladly improve every 
opportunity of bringing them into the field of | 
controversy. We are satisfied as to the cause 
of this silence—but neither opposition, nor the 
Jack of it, can induce us to sheath our swords 
while the enemy is yet to be found, whether 
willing to show fig!it, ornot. Witha very few 
exceptions, the christian writers of the 
day are mere Falstaffs. The writer of the 
following (which we find in a Philadelphia pa- 
per) i, however, an exception,—he has ap- 
proached the subject fairly, and deserves at- 
tention. We give his remarks, with our own 
ia brackets. 

MUCH IN LITTLE. 

The Bible is the word of God, being writ- 
ten by his direction, or it isa forgery. [Per- 
haps a mere fallible compilation, interpersed, 
as all ancient writings are, with improbable 
and impossible tales, mysteries, and bar- 
barious falsehoods. There is, no doubt, some’ 
real history in the Bible, as will as much alle-! 

















—For the prophecy came not in old time by 
the will of man, but holy men of Giod spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” If 
itis a forgery, then it was made by wicked 
men. 

Let those who say that the Bible is the 
work of bad men, to serve their own wicked 
purposes, look into the book itself, and tell 
how such a book ean be adapted to serve the 
purposes of wicked men. [We wish not to 
look further than the book itself] A book 
whieh condemns all dishonesty, and fraud, 
[See Exodus, ch. iii. ver: 22,—God comman- 
ding the women of Isreal to steal raiment and 
jewelry of their neighbours. Also Luke chap. 
vii-39)-40, Christ destroyjfig an entire herd 
of swine, (two thous»nd,) by sending devils 
into them:—chap. xix,—29 32.—Recommen- 
ding theft to a disciple;—chap. vi-i,—Stealing; 
corn ona Sabbath, &c. &c.] and hypocrisy 
[See Sam. chap. xvi-i,-God and Samuel de- 
ceiving Saul;—1 Kings, chap. xxii-20-23, God 
sending a lying spirit forth to deceive Ahab 
and his prophets; Ezekiel, chap. xiv-9.—And 
if a prophet be deceived, I the Lord have 
deceived that prophet;—Jeremiah, chap. xx-7, 
Oh Lord, thou hast deceived me, and I was 
deceived; John, chap. vii.—Christ dissembling 
to his disciples, and telling them an absolute 
falsehood, ] and teaches men to be honest and 
upright, even thougl they suffer for it; [Muath. 
chap. x-14.—And whosoever shall not receive 
you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out 
of that house, or citv, shake off the dust of 
your feet, &ec.] a book which requires us todo 
to others as we would they should do unto us, 
and forbids us to seek revenge of those who 
injure us; [See 1 Kings, chap. in,-5-6.—Thou 
knowest what’ Joab the son of Zeruiah did to 
me; do therefore according to thy wisdom, and 
let not his hoar head go down to the grave in 
peace; ] which requires us to bear patiently ev- 
ery injury and insult, and to return good for 
evil unto all men; [See 2 Kings, chap. ii-23- 
24.—And their came forth little children, and 
mocked him, and said, go up, thou bald head! 
And Elisha cursed them in the name of the 
Lord; and there came forth three she bears 
out of the wood, and tare forty and two chil- 
dren of them;] such a book cannot be the work 
of wicked men, to serve their own wicked pur- 
poses. Its enemies themselves must adinit, 
that a universal compliance with its precepts, 
would put an end to all wickedness, and pro- 





















































mote the best happiness of mankind. f 
Math, chap. xix-12. A hint on the Popula 
tion Question, (which was acted upon bs 


See! chap. 


ix-49. Jehn saw a man cas 
devils, who waa not a foliower, of Christ.— 


See also, “Corinth, Chap. xi-14; Satan hime 


gone of the Fa/hers(/) of the three first centu-} self is transformed into an angel of light— 
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ae 


sies;)—Also, same chap. 


every one that hath forsaken houses, or breth- | 
rer, or sisters, or father, or mother, er wife, er| Sam x 
children, ov lands for my name’s sake, shal!!! the dead, &: 


receive a hundred fold, and shal! inherit ever: | 
Jasting life: —Alvo, Math. chap. vii-i,—Un- 
cleanliness sanctioned, eating with iithy hands; | 
—Also, Luke, chap. ix-59-€0,--Jesus said, | 
Jet the dead bury their dead, and then go and ' 
preach the kingdom of God;—Also, chap. 
xvii-i,—-Pray, always pray, and never faint; 
pray without ceasing pray !—Also, John, chap 
vi-27.—Labour now--Also, Math,. chap. vi- 
5l—tale no heed of the morrow;—Also, ehian. 
v-40,—-If any man takeaway thy coat, let hin 
have thy cloak .alsos--Also, chap, x 34.--1 
came on earth, not to send peace but a sword; 
J am come to set» minat variance against his 
father, and the daughter against her mother; 
and a man’s foes shall be they of his own 
houselioid;—-Also, Luke, chap. xvi,-8 --Con- 
duct of the unjast steward, commended by the 
Lord;—Also, Rev. chap. xxii,-i-—He that is 
unjust, let him be unjust still; &c. &e.] Of 
ali the books which bad men have made, to 
serve theirown wicked purposes, there is none 
like that, its enemies themselves being judges. 
[Amen!] 

The argument from prophecy is a good one, 
with those who have sufficient knowledge of 
history to feel its force. But some men are so 
ignorant that they are incapable of being ben- 
efited much by it. [The ignorant on the 
other hand, are the mos®benefited by it, for 
no one who is tolerably well informed upon 
the subject, can believe the argument tenable, 
~0; the evidence in favour of it, true.} 

None but Ged can foretell future evente.— 
[S:e Deut. chap. xiii 15, If there arise 
among you a prophet, and giveth a sign or a 
wonder, ard the sign or the wonder come to pass 
that prophet shall be put to death, &c. &c.] 
But the Old Testament does very particularly 
foretell! many events, which have taken place 
exactly as they were foretold, long since the 
the Old Testament was written. [This re- 
mains to be proven, and we cai! upon any one 
who cares to take up the controversy, to point 
toa single prophesy that has been so fulfilled, 
Keath, Newton and others to the contrary 
notwithstanding.] This proves that the Old 
Testament was {rom God; and the same is 
true of the New Testament. The argument 
from the miracies of Jesus Christ, and from 
his resurrection and ascension to heaven, is a 
conclusive one also. [Notat all. See Luke 
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3th. verse,—And! See also Exadus, chap. viii-17,—The magi 


cians of Bevpt working miracles. See also, 
viii-12,--The Witch of Er raising 
Nor is the story of the resurs 
rection and ascention re'ated in a manner te 
entitle it to credit. We would request the 
reader, if he has any doubts remaining upon 
his subject, to turnto tie New Testament, 
and collate the different statements of the 
Evangel:sta. ] 
ft will not be denied by any man of the least 
'acquaintance with the history of those Uines, 
lthat there were such men as the apostles; [It 
is questionable and questioned, whether the 
apostles, as they are represented is the New 
| Testament to have lived and acted, ever had 
|an existence,—but adinitting tie supposed fact 
of their existence, what then?] and that they 
diastly affirmed that they saw the miracles 
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| stea 
that they record, and especially, that they saw 
and conversed with Jesus after he had been 
crucified and bvried; and that they saw him 
ascend towards heaven, till a cloud carried him 
out oftheir sight. [Who tells us so? did the a- 
postles affirm to these facts as we now find them 
recorded? have there been no interpolations, 
no alterations of the text since the time when 
itis supposed to have been written? And if 
the text has been added to and otherwise al- 
tered, (facts which are incontro:ertible) how 
are we to ascertain what parts of are genu- 
ine and what spurious, or how much of a rela- 
tion is true and how much false? We shall 
not therefore, remark upon much of what fol- 
lows, as every thing relative to it depends up- 
on the question, whether the writings of the 
New Testament are authentic rec. rds, or not. 
Asthis question is fully embraced iu a series 
of articles now pub.ishing in this paper, we 
shall here dispense with it.] Now, these men 
have toid the iruth, or they have not. If they 
have not told the truth, they were inposiors 
who meant to deceive others, or they were 
themselves deceived; but they could not have 
been theniselves deceived as to the miracles 
they affirm they®saw, nor as to the fact of the 
resurrection and ascension of Jesus. The 
| things they affirmed then, were true, or they 
were deceivers. But if they were deceivers, 
they must have had some mo ive to act as they 
did. Whatmotive could have induced them 
to sacrifice their goods, [What goods? Paul, 
es itis said, was a tent-maker, and perhaps the 
wealihiest of the fraternity, though he procur- 
ed a livelihood by an itinerant lifz—] their li- 
berty, and their lives, in affirming what they 


} 





} 
4 


° 
8a} 








Dictate 











31 


s = . = pares ~ eee need A 
knew to be a falsehood, when they might have | Being one of those whom the missionaries had 
saved all by acknowledging the truth, and | converted, she had become very pious, but her 
when, if they knew what they affirmed . was) intellect was too frail for the doctrines which 
false, they could have no nope of gaining any | had been taught to her; in endeavouring te 
thing! y such affirmation? Ne sufficient mo-; become familiar with thein she had been grad- 
tives can be wssigned. ‘To eupp »se men to do/ ually afiected with a malady, which at that 
us they did, in such circumstances, and to lay|tune seemed incurable. While we were lie 
down their lives, not in support of what | tening to this story the wind heightened, the 
they believed to be true, but in support of what | evening epproach<d; all the canoes had disap- 
they knew to be false, wou!s be more incredi-! peared from the river except her's, which she 
ble than any of the miracles they record.— | stilikepton the stream notwithstanding the 
{ Nuthing, as before remarked, is certain as to| high breeze which roughened ussurfuce. We 
the martyrdom, nor in fact (perhaps excepting 








expressed our apprehensions lest her canoe 
Paul) ef the ezistence of these men.] No: should be upset, but we were told that she un- 
they were not decivers; they were honest men | derstood the management of it as well as if 
and really saw what they say they did. And) posseesed of reason; her only pleasure and 
the facts of the life and death, and resurrection | occupation seemed tobe to move about alone 
and ascension of Jesus, are true; and the gos | in this frail bark; and her friends, believing 
pelis true. [No doubt very satisfactory and | that there was litte danger in it, indulged her 
plain to all who have faith; but while the au-|in this her only diversion. Meanwhile the 
thenticity of the writings which contain those | canoe was swiftly impelled from us towards the 
Narratives, admit of a question, the ‘*facés’’ | opposite bank; the loose wrapper which she 
spoken of are no more entitled to credit, with | wore acted as a sail, that received the wind and 
the thinking, than are the thousand-and-one | walted her across. We saw her land in safe- 
stories, equally probatte, found in other gos- | ty, and felt easier when we saw the poor mae 
pels and epistles ackuowledgzed to be forge-|niac alight from her canoe. The next day 





ries. ] she crossed the river, came towards us with 
much modesty, presented to us a small pa'cel 

“HOME MISSIONS.” of paper neatly folded up and secured by a 

“The whole earth shall be filled with the knowledge | thread; she desired that it might be given to 
of the lord.” her mother in Mo:treal. There wasno super. 


The following melancholy illustration of scription. We opened it, #¢ contained but a 
the evil tendencies of Christian missions, is printed sheet of a religious tract! Having 
taken from Long’s “Expedition to the sources | performed her errand she made a slight inclina- 
of the St. Peter.” After describing the beau- | tion und passed away.” 
tiful confluence of the Assinaboin and Red 
Rivers, near Fort Gerry, and the splendour of TICE ARRESTED 
the surrounding scenery, the hisioriographer JUSTICE ARRESTED. 
continues; We are net surprised at the acquittal of 

“But an o' ject, which once observed, rivit-| Buzzel, the first of the persons who have pas- 
ted our attention, was the sight of a crazed | sed the ceremony of a trial, for the alleged 
woman standing alone in a canoe which she | offence of burvingthe Convent at Charlestown 
was steering with apparent ease. She had ajamonih or twoazo. Many persons pretend 
tall, commanding figure; a soft expression of | to be surprised, that the jury would conscien- 
melancholy beauty such asis ofien seen in the | tiously acquit a prisoner, where euca positive 
women of mixed Eurapean and Indian blvod | proof, and such certain identity, were uncon- 
Her dark eyes had, from the disordered state |trad cted. The tesiimony exhibite eight ime- 
of her mind, received a wild and peculiarly | portant particulars, which identified the priso- 
interestingexpression. She struck the water|neras one of the principals in that attrocious 
et irregular intervals with a logg paddle which | and brutal transaetion. One of. the people's 
she held by the middle, singing at the same! witnesses testified that the prisoner was in dif 
time a melancholy air, that struck our ear| ferent paris of the house; he broke duwn the 
melodiously and sweeily as we heard it from | doors; threw out the furniture, and told the 
adisiance. Perhaps, however, it was but an| rest to go ahead and down with the convent 
effect of an association of ideas which lent a |—he had a piece of woed in his hand three feet 
melancholy interest to her voice. We made | long and as large asa man’s wrist, The wit 
gome enquiries about her, and were told that! ness saw one fellow take a watch and put it in 
she was the wife of one of the setilers: she/his pocket. Witness asked the prisoner if 
was a half-breed whose insanity was supposed | there were going to be many people there? — 
to have sprung froma religious melancholy. } Ue answered, “The Charlestown peopls will 
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all come as soon as they see the tar barr 
burning.” : 

Now in face of all this, and having other 
strong facts before us, we say, that we are not 
at all surprised that the principal in that dia- 
bolical, murderous deed, has escaped that 
justice which he so justly mevited; and as he 
hasescaped, all the others will receive the 
same reward for their services. When the 
news of the burning of theconvent first reach- 
ed this city, we unequivocally and unhesita- 
tingly asserted our belief, that the Protestants 
—the Presbyterian Protestants—were the in- 
stigators of that fiendish offence, and that 
through their influence, not a single hair on 
one of the perpetrator’s heads would be sin- 
ged. We believe it to be a spirit of religious 
insanity which dictated the destruction of that 
convent; we predicted that the torch and the 
Battering ram were used by villains under the 
direction of a jealous, fiendish, enthusiastic, 
desperate order of professors of religion.-- 
And is it not just as we said? Has not the 
Protestant mantle been thrown over the leader 
in this horrible and atrocious outrage? Let 
any person read the manner in which the pre- 
siding judge conducted that trial; with what 
partiality he exercised the powers of his office 
in order to liberate the chief Vandal im this 
shameless, reckless, fiendish atrocity! and 
we venture to affirm that no unprejudiced mind 
will differ from us in this respect.—.Qbany 
Microscope. 

Visirs ro Curistenpom Dancenovs. 

The propriety of allowing one or more of 
the converted natives from Ceylon or else- 
where, to visit this country for the purpose of 
awakening deeper interest in missions, was dis- 
cussed at a late meeting of the Board in Uti- 
ea. It was decided almost or quite unani- 
mousiy, to be inexpedient. The decision, 
was, doubtless, correct. One of the reasons 
given is, that such a measure is needless, so 
far as concerns the raising of funds, as. with 
the present feeling, funds to almost any amount 
would be furnished, if the men could be found 
to send on missions. [Bah!] 

This is gratifying. But one or two of the 
other reasons are humbling, and ought to awa- 
ken the churches of Christ to reffection. It 
was urged, and with entire truth, we believe, 
that a visit to this country would be unfavora- 
ble to the heathen converts, because there is 
so much of wickedness manifest, that they 
would have less respect for Christianity than 
when they left their rative land. 

This is true—but how sad a.truth! Ameri- 
ea, the country on which the light of the Gos- 
pel shines brighter than on any other, is yet 
so full of darkuess, that our brethern from hea- 





then lands would be disheartened by the sight! 
And ifthe human eye would detect so much 
that is revolting—if the meral discernment of 
men accustomed to the impurieties and wick- 
edness of heathenism, would perceive so 
much that is offensive, how much more the 
eve of heaven! ‘Two hundred years have rol- 
led on since the Pilgrims landed on Plymouth 
rock, and yet this purest portion of the Chris-. 
tian world would cause a heathen convert to 
ask, with astonishment, if this is all the Chris- 
tian religion can accomplish in circumstances 
the most favorable?— Conn. Observer. 


France.—Lette:, have been received in 
Washington City, from different citizens of the 
United States, public as well as private men, 
now in France, expressing the most decided 
opinion that the bill for carrying into effect the 
Treaty with the United States will pass the 
French Chambers. ‘The proceedings in those 
bodies, however, as sometinnes in our Con- 
gress, are slow, and occasionally dillatory; so 
that it seemed not to be expected that a bill 
'would be carried through the two Chambers 
very early in the session.— Mo. Rep. 
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